Statement of ISSFAL President-Elect Nominee

J. T. Brenna
Tom Brenna is professor of human nutrition and of chemistry and chemical biology at Cornell University, Ithaca, NY, USA.  He has been interested in lipids since the late 1970s as an undergraduate technician in the late Bob Jensen’s lipids research laboratory at the University of Connecticut (USA).  Since 1989, his research group in Cornell’s Division of Nutritional Sciences has focused on PUFA nutrition in the perinatal period, as well as on development and applications of mass spectrometry in support of lipid research.  Recent interests also include branched chain and trans fatty acid nutrition, and sports applications of steroid metabolism.  He served two terms on the ISSFAL Board (2001-2009) and is a charter member of the Society. 
The vibrancy of ISSFAL’s international congresses and its healthy growth over the years is a product of the society’s many dedicated members.  With so many contributors, it is truly an honor to be a nominee for ISSFAL President-Elect.  

ISSFAL plays an important role as the society that brings together an extraordinary diversity of scientists united in their interest in the role of fatty acids in health.  Most ISSFAL members are also active in scientific societies organized around disciplines:  those associated with nutrition (ESPHAN, ASN), chemistry (ACS, AOCS), and molecular biology and genetics (EMBO, ASBMB), to name a few.  The cerebral glue holding ISSFAL together is its organization around the research topics of fatty acids, lipids, and their health effects.  Our members include world class researchers in biophysics, molecular biology, genetics, nutrition, medicine and physiology, clinical trials, biotechnology, food supply issues, and everything in between.  The delegates at ISSFAL congresses collectively have expertise in most fields involving fatty acids and health.  This, I think, is the intellectual magnet that draws us to the Society, and should continue to be our emphasis – uniting a diversity of backgrounds around fatty acids and health.
The character of any professional society is strongly linked to its size.  Many of us value ISSFAL congresses for their moderate size – large enough to draw an impressive breadth of expertise, but small enough to provide the chance to find our way to most of the science that engages us.  The health of a society necessarily involves tension between the need to successfully welcome new, enthusiastic members and the desire to preserve the society’s character.  Thus far, ISSFAL has managed to grow modestly and retain its personality, and I will work to maintain that trajectory.
I offer three specific policy positions to provide members with a perspective of my thinking for ISSFAL’s future. 

New investigators.  I will emphasize placement of resources on new investigators.  The Society has a tradition of financial support for new investigators, in the form of free registration and, when possible, travel grants.  The present ISSFAL Board strongly supports this policy and I will make a specific effort to enhance efforts to enable new investigators to attend ISSFAL meetings, especially those with limited resources.
ISSFAL statements.  Issues surrounding fatty acid health and nutrition are always in the news.  At its founding, ISSFAL was envisioned as a Society that would make periodic statements that for public guidance.  ISSFAL has made a limited number of statements, some of which have been widely quoted and have influenced public policy around the world.  The collective expertise among the membership uniquely positions it to comment on fat-related health issues.  Crafting of useful messages requires appropriate organization to engage interested members.  The ISSFAL website is now available for communicating among members, a facility that has enhanced refinement of proposed statements, and could be much better used for refinement of nascent ideas.  I hope to encourage an online culture among the membership to regularly visit the website for discussions of timely topics.
Corporate members.  The continued strong support of our corporate members is vital to provide resources that enable society initiatives and reasonably priced congresses.  Corporate scientists also ground basic researchers in the practical aspects of implementing health recommendations, as well as conducting and promoting research with short term implications for improving health.  I am committed to enhancing the value of ISSFAL corporate sponsorship, consistent as always with the highest scientific and ethical principles.  As biomedical scientists, our role is to work out the principles that guide healthful practices.  Vital to implementation of our work is a stable, high quality supply of products and services to the public that can only be provided by strong, responsible companies. 
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I am grateful for your careful consideration of the candidates for ISSFAL Vice President, and thank you for giving ISSFAL the benefit of your thoughts by taking the time to vote.  
Nominators

Norman Salem Jr, DSM, Columbia, MD

Robert Block, Univ of Rochester Medical College, NY

Stephen Cunnane, Univ of Sherbrooke, Quebec, Canada
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